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In statements to the local media Feb. 28, several Nicaraguan political parties criticized the
participation of two local party leaders in a meeting which took place in San Jose, Costa Rica, with
US presidential envoy to Central America, Philip Habib. Popular Social Christian Party (PPSC)
leader Mauricio Diaz, and Social Christian Party (PSC) leader Erick Ramirez, traveled to San Jose on
Feb. 22 to meet Habib. The content of the meeting is unknown. Secretary General of the Communist
Party of Nicaragua (PCdeN), Eli Altamirano, said Diaz and Ramirez have damaged unification
prospects for the political opposition. Rafael Cordova Rivas, leader of the Democratic Conservative
Party (PCD), also disapproved of the meeting. He said, "In any case, it should have taken place in
Nicaragua, not in Costa Rica." After the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN), the PCD holds
the largest number of seats in the National Assembly. Nicaraguan Socialist Party secretary general,
Gustavo Tablada condemned the talks, adding that Diaz and Ramirez should report on the content
of the meeting. Independent Liberal Party (PLI) deputy chairman, Juan Manuel Gutierrez, said he
was unaware of what the two discussed in San Jose, although he supported dialogue with the US.
Both Diaz and Ramirez have refused to comment on the nature of their talks with Habib. (PRENSA
LATINA, 02/28/87) [Editor's Note: The Popular Social Christian Party (PPSC) was founded in 1976,
after it split with the right-wing Social Christian Party (PSC). It reportedly advocates socialism
based on Christian principles, and is considered a leftist party. In contrast, the PSC is part of a right-
wing coalition, known as the Nicaraguan Democratic Coordinator. Whether the attendance by
leaders of these apparently dissimilar parties at a meeting with Habib was the outcome of a type of
reconciliation between the two is unknown.]
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